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ABSTRACT 

The present communication deals with the occurrence of 3 grass species viz .Acrachne racemosa (Heyne ex Roem. & Schult.) 
Ohwi, Digitaria bicornis (Lam.) Roem. & Schult. ex Loud., and Poa supina Schard. as a new records for Sikkim along with 
their correct citation, description and phenology. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Sikkim with about 7,299 sq.km of geographic area is the 
smallest state in North east India. The state shares its bor¬ 
der on the south with Darjeeling district of west Bengal, 
on the north and north- east with China (Tibet), on the 
east by Bhutan and while on the west by Nepal. This state 
being a part of eastern Himalayas having varied elevation 
ranging from 300 to 8540m and the varied type of forest 
from tropical to alpine (Singh & Chauhan, 1997; 2000). 
During the routine exploration tours in the North district 
of the state, the author collected three interesting species 


of Grasses. On scrutiny of literature (Hooker, 1897; Bor, 
1960; Cope, 1982; Moulik, 1997; Bennet, 1983; Krishna & 
Singh, 1987; Kartikeyan & al„ 1989; Noltie, 2000; Singh 
& Sanjappa, 2011) these three species were identified as 
Acrachne racemosa (Heyne ex Roem. & Schult.) Ohwi, 
Digitaria bicornis (Lam.) Roem. & Schult. ex Loud, and 
Poa supina Schard. hitherto unknown from Sikkim. All 
the species are reported herewith with the correct cita¬ 
tion, brief description, an illustration, phonology and 
details of specimens examined. All the specimens have 
been deposited in the, Botanical Survey of India, Sikkim 
Himalayan Regional Centre (BSHC), Sikkim. 
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Three new additions to the grass flora of Sikkim 



Plate -1: Poa supina Schrad. (Poaceae)- a. Whole plant; b. Leaf; c. Inflorescence; d. Arrangement of spikelets; e. Close-up of 
spikelet. 
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ENUMERATION OF SPECIES 

Acrachne racemosa (Heyne ex Roem. & Schult.) Ohwi in 
Bull. Tokyo Sci. Mus. No. 18: 1, 1947. Eleusine racemosa 
B. Heyne ex Roth Syst. Veg., ed. 15 bis [Roemer & Schul¬ 
tes] 2: 583. 1817. 

Annuals. Culms geniculately ascending or decumbent; 
Inflorescence- composed of racemes; spikes usually in 
pseudo-whorls or scattered; spikelet 8-20 flowered; grain 
coarsely rugose, grooved or hollowed on one face, with an 
early deciduous pericarp. 

Flowering and Flowering: July—September; 

Specimen examined- Sikkim: North district, Mang- 
than, 24.04.2013, CS Purohit 37225 (BSHC). 

Digitaria bicornis (Lam.) Roem. & Schult. Syst. Veg., 
ed. 15 bis [Roemer & Schultes] 2: 470. 1817. Paspalum 
bicorneLam. Tabl. Encycl. 1: 176. 1791. 

Annuals. Culms decumbent, 20-45cm long; Ligule an 
eciliate membrane, 2 cm long; Inflorescence composed 
of racemes; racemes stout, very stiff, 2, divericate; sessile 
spikelets nearly glabrous in front, pedicellate spikelet with 
long hairs often spreading at maturity. Lower lemma of 
sessile spikelet with prominent nerves, the inter-nerve 
spaces often slit-like. 

Flowering and Fruiting: August—October; 

Specimen examined- Sikkim: North district, Chungth- 
ang, 21.08.2012, C S Purohit 37184 (BSHC-47441); 

Poa supina Schard. FI. Germ. 1: 289, 1806. 

Perennials. Culm decumbent, 6-25cm long. Panicle 
open, 2-3 cm long, spikelets clustered towards branch 
tips. Fertile spikelets breaking up at maturity. Intermedi¬ 
ate nerves of lemma glabrous. Anthers 1.2 - 1.6 mm long. 
Flowering and Fruiting: Almost throughout the year. 
Specimen examined- Sikkim: North district, Shingba 
Rhododendron Wild Life Sanctuary, 02.05.2014, CS Puro¬ 
hit 38194 (BSHC-47437); 
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